ON  EDUCATION

peasantry became during the last century the progressive
party in Denmark. It seems strange to us who expect a
farming population to be conservative in politics and do not
expect to find them on the Left, Again we see the influence
of the P.H.S., binding people together through a corporate
life, developing a sense of social equality, giving them an
inspiration and the sense of a great human ideal, so that
social change comes, and comes not as an economic class-
war of a materialist type, with the attendant evils of
immediate brutality and ultimate spiritual barrenness, but
as a deliberate movement towards a higher life for men.
The P.H.S. not only inspired a new order, but gave it
a soul. Here it has lessons for the world on which it is
needless to dwell.

The P.H.S. has achieved the task of educating a nation.
Can we use its methods to solve our problem? Is some-
thing of the sort possible here? There is no difficulty in
learning a lesson from two of its features: we too could
base national education not on adolescent, but on adult,
study; we too could make it a spiritual force, awakening
and inspiring. Nothing in our circumstances makes this
impossible. The difficulty arises with the residential ele-
ment which, as we have seen, is a most important element
of the P.H.S. (though the schools at Copenhagen and
Esbjerg are not residential)* Are residential colleges for
adult education possible on a large scale in Britain? Con-
ditions here and in Denmark are very different. Denmark
is predominantly agricultural, England is industrial, and
it is easier for a farmer or peasant to leave his work during
the slack season in winter than for a clerk or fa'ctory
operative to throw up his job for five months and run the
risk of losing it permanently. Even in Denmark the P*H.S.
has made little progress in the towns, and only, 10 per cent
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